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     Special Lesson on  W a t e r  B a p t i s m

Icebreaker:  Describe your water baptism experience
Introduction: Ritual cleansing with water has been used since ancient times and is still a central ritual of many religions throughout the world. The three monotheistic religions, for example, use different forms of such cleansing. Religious Jews ritually purify themselves by immersion in a bath of pure or living water (Miqve) before going to prayer or in accordance with certain purity laws. Muslims use water for ritual cleansing before going to pray by washing certain parts of their body. Christians are baptized in water as a sign of redemption from Adam's original sin, and rebirth into a Christian life. While Muslims and Jews continually carry out ritual cleansing with water, most Christians are water baptized only once in their life. 
In your opinion, what if someone wanted to be water baptized again?  Should they?  Could they?

One Baptism. Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians mentions one baptism saying, "there is only One Body and One Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, One Lord, One faith, One baptism, One God and Father for all, who is above all and through all and in all." (Ephesians 4:4-6)  While this must obviously be true, it is a mystery of the Lord how there exists a three-fold God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) in One, and a three-fold man (spirit, soul, body) also in one. 

Three-fold Baptism. Consequently, a three-fold baptism also exists. The Baptism of Blood is for your spirit and occurs as your spirit receives the imperishable seed of God. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit occurs over your soul and occurs as your soul (intellect, mind, will, and emotions) receives the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Baptism of Water is a physical act over your physical body; an outward act commemorating an inward action. Water baptism is what we will review in this lesson. 


Definition. What do you think the Greek word, baptisma, means?  Discuss this.  Baptisma means immersion, or submersion.  It is used in numerous contexts.  
1. In one way it defines a submersion into calamities and afflictions with which one is quite overwhelmed, as in a baptism of fire.  It is used to describe John's baptism.  This was a purification rite with water by which men (on confessing their sins) were bound to spiritual reformation.  At this baptism they obtained the pardon of their past sins, and became qualified for the benefits of the Messiah's kingdom soon to be established (though not the kind of kingdom they were expecting).  
2. This Greek word also represents the Christian baptism; a rite of immersion in water as commanded by Christ.  The person, after confessing his sins and professing his faith in Christ, and having been born again by the Holy Spirit unto a new life, now identifies publicly with the fellowship of Christ and the church through this action.  This identification and definition in this context can be described by the following excerpt from James Montgomery Boice, May 1989, Bible Study Magazine.  "It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander (a Greek poet and physician, who lived about 200 B.C.) says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be 'dipped' (bapto) into boiling water and then 'baptized' (baptisma) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptizing the vegetable, produces a permanent change. When used in the New Testament, this word more often refers to our union and identification with Christ than to our water baptism. e.g. Mark 16:16. 'He that believes and is baptized shall be saved'. Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There must be a union with him, a real change, like the vegetable to the pickle! 

Has anyone ever made pickles before?  What is the vegetable that makes a pickle?  Compare the two.  Maybe the teacher would have examples of both for the members to see, feel, and taste.   What are the similarities?  The differences?

Physical Aspects.  
It is a public confession of faith that was first initiated with John the Baptist, a prophet who heralded the arrival of Jesus. Jesus was baptized to signify the beginning of His ministry upon this earth.  Following His Resurrection, Jesus commissioned his disciples saying, All authority in heaven and on earth ha been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew 28: 18-20). 
Since Jesus was fully immersed in water, we prefer to do likewise. Based on His command in Matthew 28:18-20, we usually make a similar statement as we baptize, saying "we baptize you in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit." However, it is the heart's intent that is the most important, and not so much the way it is done or the words that are said. Are you ready to make a public confession of your faith, to turn your WHOLE life over to Jesus Christ, and to live for Him forever?  This is the most important factor of being baptized. 


Spiritual Aspects.
Burial of sin. A spiritual meaning of Baptism exists in regards to this burial of the body and your "flesh" or "old self". The Apostle Paul said, in Romans 6:1- 11- 1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
In Rom. 6:3 above, Paul states that we are "baptized unto death" meaning that we are not only dead to our former ways, but they are buried. To return to them is as unthinkable for a Christian as for one to dig up a dead corpse! 

Raised in Power. This is further supported in Colossians 2:9, 10, and 12, where we see not only a similar reference to being buried, but also to being raised with Christ: 9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. ..., 12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 
Pledged forever. 1 Peter 3:21 states: and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,...   A pledge is a solemn promise or vow. Your conscience is the internal sense of what is right and wrong that governs your thoughts and actions, urging you to do right rather than wrong. Your "pledge of a good conscience toward God" is saying that you are promising to make your internal sense of right and wrong line up with God's will of right and wrong; and that it will dictate your actions accordingly. 


Summary. Therefore, once again, the question is presented to you: Are you ready to make a public confession of your faith, to turn your WHOLE life over to Jesus Christ, and live for Him forever?  If so, then go forth into the water as a public confession.  By this act, symbolize the burying of your old ways, and being raised up in His Power. Then, pledge a good, sincere conscience to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is certainly a special occasion of coming closer to God.  May the Lord bless you abundantly as you grow even closer to Him moment by moment and day by day. 
Some additional questions that might get asked and which make for good discussion:

1. Where can someone get baptized?

2. I’m afraid of getting my face wet.  What can I do if I want to get baptized?

3. What I am suppose to wear?

4. How do I keep water from getting up my nose?

5. What happens after I come up out of the water?
6. Must we have a crowd?

1. Answer:  Just about anywhere.  A tub, a pool, a river, an ocean.  Sometimes you have to be a little creative.

2. Answer: Get over being afraid.  Challenge your fears and they will leave.  It would be an even more awesome experience.  But if you can’t, then you will need to just wait.

3. Answer:  Modest clothing is always recommended.  Keep in mind that it gets wet, and what it will look like when that happens.  Women must be especially careful.  A bathing suit and T-shirt are usually good choices.

4. Answer:  You can hold your nose, or a cloth can be placed over your nose.  That will do the trick. 

5. Answer:  Sometimes a Word or scripture will come forth from someone in the crowd.  A prophetic word is not uncommon.  Listen to it.   Hopefully, someone will write it down for you.
6. Answer:  Crowds are not a necessity, but witnesses are important.  It is a public confession of your faith.  In a public place, baptisms sometimes cause a stir.  It’s a spiritual matter.  Just be obedient, and see what God does. 
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