Cell Lesson:  August 2, 2009
"Growth is Complex"

Icebreaker: From the Be Real Forum (http://forum.risenweb/bereal/  : “I'm curious as to how you guys would answer a couple of questions (specifically regarding A2).

1) What is it that God wants to do in Acts 2 Church?
2) What are the barriers that stand in the way?”

Main Points and Discussion Questions:   
Is everyone called to be a disciple like the first 120?

Is anyone exempt from Jesus’ commands?  What if they are scared, withdrawn, timid, or stutterers?  
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Scripture References:  
Growth refers to an increase in some quantity over time. With the church it all started as the Holy Spirit took charge.


Acts 2:1-14
1. 
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them. 

· ALL of them – the whole house, they all saw, they all had tongues of fire resting on them, all were filled, all spoke (as the Spirit directed)

What was motivating these disciples?  What were they thinking?  What kind of characteristics did they possess that was a help to them?  Do you feel you can be part of the “all”?  What is going through your mind that would deter you to be involved?

In “Good to Great” by Jim Collins, great CEOs were concerned first with “who is on the bus”, and then ”where” they were going.  Many times the direction was mandated by the people they had on board.  Jesus called His disciples first.  These 120 were the tarrying team.  

Jesus was just following His Daddy.  Initially He had NO in-depth plans.  NO vision in writing reviewed by committee. No CEO, No successful, veteran pastor, no celebrity, no big money, No Harvard degree, No constitution or by-laws, No corporation status, No 501(c)3 federal register status as a non-profit. Not even a friendly govt.  In spite of it all, Hell could not contain it. 

How long would you say these disciples followed Jesus before they actually realized who He was and what they were walking into?  
2.  5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 

Wasn’t it convenient that so many Jews were all together?  Is that luck?  Alan Wurtzel, the CEO of Circuit City was asked about the differences between himself and his counterpart CEO at the rival company.  His answer to why his company excelled:  LUCK. (It’s actually a stroke of God, when everyone and everything is working together to make a seed die and a plant grow)  

Little Unknown Connecting Knowledge – God speaks to you and to many. Then, He puts it together.  Things happen.  Do you have a better acronym for L  U  C  K?
3.  11…we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!" 
· ALL spoke the wonders of God. 
Do you have some wonders you can speak about?  Write them down.  Remember them.  God wants you to share.  Write it up and send it to rob@acts2church.org
We have MySpace and Facebook web sites that we want to fill with good reports and testimonies. 
Do you have a fear about sharing?  Would it be a fear: of failure, of man, of being ashamed, of Jesus?  
Prayer:   In Acts 2 Church, we know that God wants us to grow.  We have many things going for us, and some things that are going against us.  God is going to be the deciding factor.  We will be depending on Him.  Let’s pray accordingly.  Pray also for the growing of your cell.  It’s a great outreach. 
Laminin – the “cross” protein that holds cells together
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