Cell Lesson:  August 16, 2009
"Growth is in Stages"

Icebreaker:  What age were you when your body had its biggest growth spurt? Were you taller or shorter than your classmates in school?  Did it ever change? 
Main Points and Discussion Questions:   

In the Christian faith, we will grow.  It is more a “taking” of lessons, instructions, and advice in your early walk, then it progresses.  You will always be growing, but a time will come when you will also be feeding. NOTE: This is a long cell lesson if totally covered.  You might think about doing it in two parts, if it looks like people are getting something out of it. 
Scripture References:  
Isa 37:30 “This year you will eat only what grows up by itself, and next year you will eat what springs up from that. But in the third year you will plant crops and harvest them; you will tend vineyards and eat their fruit.
1. The first season. Recount an experience of being newly born again.  You are “feeding” upon what is around you.  Was this a good thing for you?

2. In this second season, you are still “feeding” on what has been produced by others.  Did you have a mentor or a teacher who was a disciple for you?

3. Eventually, you become one who plants and produces.  This is the third season. You will disciple others and help them grow.  Are you there?  Some will get discontented in church because they are not being “fed”, but the problem is that they are not feeding.  They are in the third season, but are acting like they are still in the second season.  Have you been there?
Then, examine yourself and make sure a lukewarm attitude is not coming in.

2 Corinthians 13:5 (Amplified Bible) 5 Examine and test and evaluate your own selves to see whether you are holding to your faith and showing the proper fruits of it. Test and prove yourselves not Christ]. Do you not yourselves realize and know [thoroughly by an ever-increasing experience] that Jesus Christ is in you--unless you are [counterfeits] disapproved on trial and rejected?

From Pastor Francis Chan, “Crazy Love – Overwhelmed by a Relentless God”:  Lukewarm people tend to choose what is popular over what is right when they are in conflict.  They desire to fit in both at church and outside of church. Luke 6:26; Rev 3:1; Matt 23:5-7.  What situations make “fitting in” difficult for a Christian?
Lukewarm people don’t really want to be saved from their sin; they want only to be saved from the penalty of their sin.  They don’t genuinely hate sin and aren’t truly sorry for it; they’re merely sorry because God is going to punish them.  John 10:10;  Rom 6:1-2.  Describe the difference between remorseful and being repentant.
Lukewarm people are moved by stories about people who do radical things for Christ, yet they do not act.  They assume such action is for “extreme” Christians, not average ones.  James 1:22; James 4:17; Matt 21:28-31.  How would you define the actions of an “average” Christian?  Should “average” and “extreme” be the same?
Lukewarm people rarely share their faith with their neighbors, coworkers, or friends. The fear of being rejected is stronger than their faith.  Matt 10:32-33. Is it all fear?  Do some not share their faith, because they have no faith to share?
Lukewarm people gauge their morality or “goodness” to the secular world.  They feel satisfied that while they aren’t hard-core for Jesus, they are nowhere as horrible as the guy down the street.  Luke 18:11-12.  Is judging your morality something you should do?  Why or why not?
Lukewarm people say they love Jesus, and He is indeed a part of their lives.  But only a part. He isn’t allowed to control their lives.  Luke 9:57-62.  How do you relinquish control and give it all to God?  What are some examples?
Lukewarm people love God, but they do not love Him with all of their heart, soul, mind, and strength.  Matt 22:37-38.  When does this love get really tested?
Lukewarm people love others but do not seek to love others as much as they love themselves.  Their love of others is typically focused on those who love them in return. Their love is highly conditional and very selective, and generally comes with strings attached.  Matt 5:43-47; Luke 14:12-14. 
Lukewarm people will serve God and others, but there are limits to how far they will go or how much time, money, and energy they are willing to give.  Luke 18:21-25
Lukewarm people are thankful for their luxuries and comforts, and rarely consider trying to give as much as possible to the poor.  Untold numbers of lukewarm people feel “called” to minister to the rich; very few feel “called” to minister to the poor.  Matt 25:34,40  Isa 58:6-7
Lukewarm people do whatever is necessary to keep from feeling too guilty.  They rationalize. They want to do the bare minimum, to be “good enough” without it requiring too much of them. 1 Chron 29:14; Matt 13:44-46
Lukewarm people are continually concerned with playing it safe; they are slaves to the god of control.  This focus on safe living keeps them from sacrificing and risking for God. 1 Tim. 6:17-18; Matt 10:28
Lukewarm people feel secure because they attend church, made a profession of faith at age 12, were baptized, come from a Christian family, vote Republican, or live in America.  They wear the label of “Christian”.  Matt 7:21; Amos 6:1
Lukewarm people do not live by faith; their lives are structured so they never have to.  They don’t have to trust God if something unexpected happens. Luke 12:16-21; also Hebrews 11)

Lukewarm people think about life on earth much more often than eternity in heaven.  Daily life is mostly focused on today’s to-do list, this week’s schedule, and next month’s vacation.  Phil 3:18-20; Col 3:2
Pastor Chan concludes by saying, Lukewarm people probably drink and swear less than average, but besides that, they really aren’t very different from your typical unbeliever.  They equate their partially sanitized lives with holiness.  Matt 23:25-28
Prayer:  Anyone who has expressed misgivings, concerns, hurts, or ailments, make sure they are prayed over. Pray for church growth as individual growths improve.  Pray for cell growth.  -  End with repeating the Lord’s Prayer.  
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