Cell Lesson    

Growth is Affected by TIME
August 30, 2009

Icebreaker:  How many phrases can you think of that have the word “time” in them?  For instance, “A stitch in time, saves nine.”  Leaders, don’t share these, but here are a few more –  Times a-wasting.  In good time.  God’s timing.  Perfect timing.  In due time.  Time to go.  Just in time.  Where has the time gone?  Departure time.  Time machine.  Lunch time.  Dinner time.  Time is money.  Not enough time.  Time heals.  Time changes.  
For everything there is a season,

And a time for every matter under heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die;

A time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

A time to kill, and a time to heal;

A time to break down, and a time to build up;

A time to weep, and a time to laugh;

A time to mourn, and a time to dance;

A time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;

A time to embrace, And a time to refrain from embracing;

A time to seek, and a time to lose;

A time to keep, and a time to throw away;

A time to tear, and a time to sew;

A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;

A time to love, and a time to hate,

A time for war, and a time for peace.    Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Scriptures and Discussion:

How is timing crucial for plant growth?    (Some answers: Needs to coincide with the proper weather, in regards to rain, sun, and temperature.  Will be competing with other plants, so getting started at the right time will help.)
Read Exodus 9:24-33  - The key verse here is verse 32.  How does this demonstrate God’s mercy and grace?  (An answer: The Lord left some food for the Egyptians.  He could have destroyed it all.  Also, in other scriptures, Christians are referred to as wheat.  This shows His saving grace even in the presence of bitter destruction.)

Read John 7:1-9  - What did Jesus mean when He said to His brothers, “The right time for me has not yet come; for you any time is right.”?  Also, Jesus did not go to the feast because the right time had not come.  Do you think Jesus knew why it wasn’t the right time, or was He just following the will of His Father? 
From this scripture, would you say timing is crucial, IF …

1. The world hates you?

2. You testify the world is evil?

3. You believe in Jesus?
Galatians 6:9 (AMP) says,   And let us not lose heart and grow weary and faint in acting nobly and doing right, for in due time and at the appointed season we shall reap, if we do not loosen and relax our courage and faint.  Galatians 6:8-10 (in Context) Galatians 6 (Whole Chapter)
“In Due Time” – What comes to mind when you think of this phrase?  Is it a long time to you, or shorter?   Time here is pointing to a season, a season of reaping.  This is going to be a good time.  How can you say in a positive way what do we need to hang onto in order to get that season in due time?  (Answers: scripture mentions keeping your heart, staying strong, staying alert and staying conscious in the noble acts, and doing what is right.  We have to stay courageous.  We have to stay conscious.)
Romans 5:6  (NIV)  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Romans 5:5-7 (in Context) Romans 5 (Whole Chapter) 
God is the Lord of the Right Time.  Can you remember any instances where His timing came into play to show you something, or provide you with an answer?  

Prayer:  Let’s ask the Lord to show us His timing.  Help us, Lord, to grow us at the right time as well as in the right way.  Timing is crucial to being where we need to be.  The timing will help us  to serve the Lord, be successful, and to miss pitfalls. 
