Growth is Affected by the Soil           October 11, 2009
Icebreaker: What kind of experience(s) do you have with farming or gardening?
Scripture: Read Matthew 13:1-23  The Parable of the Sower

NOTES: The world of the first century was agrarian (centered on agriculture). The pages of the New Testament reflect the fact that the majority of people engaged in farming or herding. When Jesus told stories about tenant farmers and shepherds he was using illustrations from everyday life. In the previous chapter, Jesus had a confrontation with his family and with the religious teachers. Jesus tells this parable about how different people can respond to his teaching.

Discussion questions (You can choose to ask any or all of the questions):
1)  What serves as your “roots”?  What in your life anchors the joy you have from receiving God’s words?  (i.e. faith, friendships, scripture, etc.)
2) What areas in your life does Satan try to use to take away the Word before it has chance to take root?  (i.e. finances, relationships…)
3) How can you make sure that the worries of life, the deceitfulness of wealth, and the other desires of the world will not choke the life out of your Christian walk?

4) How much seed sowing have you been doing in your life?

5) What are the “proper tools for tilling” that yield a plentiful spiritual harvest?
Conclusion: Identify one area in your life you recognize as having soil that is hard, shallow, or cluttered.  Pray about that area this week and ask God to till your soil to be soft, deep, and free of weeds.
Prayer:   Growth is God’s intention. It is time to thrive. God is ready to bless our harvest. We need to till our own soil, make it right, and watch him grow in us.  Then, we’ll have the opportunity to sow seed in the lives of others and we’ll get to see the growth of his kingdom.  Let’s thrive in our lives and allow him to thrive around us.  Believe accordingly and pray accordingly.
