Growth is Affected by the Foundation
October 18, 2009
Icebreaker: What kind of experience(s) do you have with farming or gardening?
Scripture and Discussion: Deuteronomy 29:23  (NIV)  The whole land will be a burning waste of salt and sulfur—nothing planted, nothing sprouting, no vegetation growing on it. It will be like the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in fierce anger.   Deuteronomy 29:22-24 (in Context) Deuteronomy 29 (Whole Chapter) 

QUESTION: In some scriptures, the Lord encourages us to be “salt of the earth” as a good thing.  In this verse, it appears as just the opposite.  What is the difference?  What analogies are being referred to?

2 Kings 19:30 (NLT) And you who are left in Judah, who have escaped the ravages of the siege, will put roots down in your own soil and will grow up and flourish.

QUESTION: Discuss the following phrases in the context of your life.  What do they mean to you?

“your own soil” –

“will grow up” –

“and flourish” –

Psalm 111:10 (NLT) Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true wisdom.  All who obey his commandments will grow in wisdom. Praise him forever!  
Eccl 12:13 Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.

Proverbs 1:7 (NLT)   Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.

QUESTION: Relate these scriptures about the fear of the Lord with the scriptures at the top of the page that mention land, putting down roots, growing up, and flourishing.  How do they compare?  
Proverbs 24:3  (AMP)  Through skillful and godly Wisdom is a house (a life, a home, a family) built, and by understanding it is established [on a sound and good foundation],
QUESTION: If a house is a life, a home, a family, then a foundation would be_______________________.
Isaiah 45:8  (Ampl)  Let fall in showers, you heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness [the pure, spiritual, heaven-born possibilities that have their foundation in the holy being of God]; let the earth open, and let them [skies and earth] sprout forth salvation, and let righteousness germinate and spring up [as plants do] together; I the Lord have created it.  
QUESTION:  If you were walking the land, dirty and thirsty, and you wanted to get rained on; what would you be looking for, and where would you place yourself?   How would this relate to receiving God’s pure, spiritual, heaven-born possibilities of salvation and righteousness? 
Luke 6:46-49 (NIV) 46 "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? 47 I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. 48 He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. 49But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete."
QUESTIONS:   The question in verse 46 above.  Can you relate to it?  Why do we NOT do what the Lord says?  What were the two things that the wise builder did to get on a good foundation?  How might those actions relate to our lives?
Conclusion:  Foundation-building is a long term process, requiring perseverance, determination, discipline, and wisdom.  However, once established, it will serve you and those generations of those you help. 
Prayer:   We need guidance to make good choices each and every day.  Not to be controlled by sin or any aspect of sin.  Many times the Lord tells us to be strong and courageous.  This is important as we grow on a good foundation.  Pray for that!
Questions?  Contact Pastor Rob    rob@acts2church.org
